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April 12th 2017 
Protest Art - Social Art: Politics and art do mix.                          Elizabeth Strang 
Artists have always commented on the social issues of the day and there is no lack of subject 
matter in the 20th and 21st Century.  We start with two World Wars, where the horror of war 
rather than the glory is addressed.  We look at other social issues such as the rise of communism 
(Branson), the Spanish Civil War (Dali, Picasso), and the debate about Nuclear Energy 
(Moore).   We confront British and Irish views of Northern Ireland (Hamilton, Donagh), Racism in 
Britain (Offili) and South Africa (Kentridge) and the Aids epidemic (Derek Jarman), bringing us up 
to Human rights in China (Ai WeiWei). Whatever one’s point of view these are all issues where 
the art is powerful and the subject matter challenging.  
 

May 10th 2017 
Perfect Porcelains for Palaces                                           Hanne Sutcliffe 
The magnificent and rare Imperial Porcelains made for the Chinese court. 
The story of the development of the rare Imperial porcelains dates back to the 13th century when 
the Yuan Emperors ordered porcelain for their tables. By the 15th century Imperial private kilns 
in the porcelain city of Jungdezhan produced porcelains of such beauty, fragility and rarity that 
they became – even in their own time – collectors’ items. These fragile porcelains were decorated 
with colourful flowers and birds and were perfect. They were called famile rose, famile verte and 
blue and white. Their fame spread to Europe, where royalty and aristocracy started to collect 
‘China’. A delightful lecture filled with exquisite colourful artefacts.  

June 21st 2017 
Pots and Frocks                                                                    Ian Swankie 
The World of Grayson Perry, from Essex punk potter to Superstar National 
Treasure. 
Widely known for his appearances dressed as his feminine alter ego, Claire, Grayson Perry RA is 
now a core part of the art establishment. Ten years after winning the Turner Prize he gave the 
brilliant BBC Reith Lecture in 2013. His works of ceramics, textiles and prints are highly sought 
after. Often controversial, he is able to tackle difficult subjects in a poignant yet witty way. This 
talk will examine Grayson Perry’s works, his exciting and thought provoking exhibitions, and 
we’ll look at the character inside the flamboyant frocks.  

July 12th 2017 
An introduction to Ice age art.                                                 Paul Bahn 
An introduction to the earliest art known in the world, primarily the artworks from western 
Europe and dating to c. 40,000 to 12,000 years ago - it takes the form of portable art objects, 
and also engravings, drawings and paintings on cave walls and in the open air. The story of the 
art’s discovery and authentication will be followed by a presentation of the main techniques 
employed (including experimental reconstructions), the pigments, the lighting methods, and 
some of the many reasons why this art corpus comprises some of the greatest imagery ever 
produced. A brief survey of the main theories about its meaning and purpose will also be given.  

September 13th 2017 
Grinling Gibbons: Carver to the crown.                         Caroline Knight 
Gibbons (1648-1721) came to England from the Netherlands, and developed a virtuoso style of 
carving, well suited to the Baroque interiors of late 17th century England. His limewood carvings 
with their festoons of fruit, flowers, fish and game embellished Windsor Castle, Hampton Court, 
and Kensington Palace, as well as country houses such as Petworth and Belton. His work was 
commissioned for public buildings and churches, and he also worked in marble, making church 
monuments. Two superb wood carvings are in the Victoria & Albert Museum: his Lace Cravat and 
the relief panel of The Stoning of Stephen. 
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February 14th 2018 
Emperor Qianlong (1736 – 1795)                                         David Rosier 
Ultimate Renaissance ruler and Fine Art Collector. 
The Emperor Qianlong was arguably the greatest of all Qing Emperors as he guided China through 
a period of unquestionable political, economic and cultural prosperity which rivalled any 
comparable period of high achievement in Chinese history. He was passionate about preserving 
Manchu culture whilst respecting and nurturing other ethnic Chinese cultures. Qianlong was a 
noted scholar who during his lifetime wrote and published over 43,000 poems, painted on virtually 
a daily basis and was accomplished in the art of calligraphy. He amassed a treasure trove of 
hundreds of thousands of works of art from previous dynasties or which represented the finest 
current workmanship. His collection spanned all genres of the arts including paintings, porcelain, 
jade, textiles, enamelling, ivory carvings and snuff bottles.  

October 11th 2017 
Art Beat            Malcolm Kenwood 
“A personal journey from beat officer to specialist art crime detective” 
An autobiographical journey from rural beat officer in the late 1970’s culminating as a specialist 
art and antiques detective. Full of interesting tales of the criminal art underworld, their origins, 
methods and corrupt dealers in the trade. Including Bill, a handler of stolen antiques, a likeable 
rogue who provided invaluable information on other villains. We considered him to be a success 
story, as he turned his back on the antiques trade to become a professional chef. Nearly two 
decades later he was revealed as a prolific art forger. He was convicted along with his kitchen 
staff! An entertaining, informative and revealing 60 minutes. 

November 8th 2017 
Frank Lloyd Wright.                                                          Anthea Streeter 
Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959) is acknowledged by many people as America's greatest 
architect. The lecture examines his long career, sampling the sheer variety of his work and 
versatility of his designs. It is astonishing to note that he was trained in the Arts & Crafts 
tradition in the late 19th century, and yet by the end of his career in the 1950s he was able to 
envisage a One-Mile-High skyscraper. Such was the breadth of his work. Wright’s greatest 
achievement was to “break the box”, supporting the roof with cantilevered beams at a certain 
distance from the corner of a building. This system of blurring the distinction between the 
inside and outside gave his work a highly modern appearance and was influential on European 
architects in the second decade of the 20th century.  

January 17th 2018 
The Marvels of Modernism 1918 -1960                                 Sally Hoban 
Modern design is at the cutting edge of contemporary collecting and is growing in popularity 
around the world as collectors and museums recognise the importance of key designers of the 
20th century. This lecture provides an introduction to 20th century modern design. It considers 
the key styles and movements in design from circa 1925 onwards focusing on designers from the 
UK, Europe and the USA such as Alvar Aalto, Charles and Ray Eames, Robin and Lucienne Day, 
Eileen Gray and Ettore Sottsass. It is illustrated throughout with examples of furniture, ceramics, 
glass, metalwork, textiles and the graphic arts, as well as architecture.  
 

March 14th 2018 
The Paintings of Hieronymus Bosch.                             Valerie Woodgate 
Bosch’s world of devils, demons and deadly sins are truly unforgettable. At the same time, his 
extraordinary treatment of religious themes can be deeply moving. His works are among the most 
mysterious in the whole of European art, yet if we examine them in the context of contemporary 
politics and cultural sources we find that not only are they perfectly understandable, but they also 
provide an amazing insight into the society in which the artist lived.  
 


