
Cost:    £39 

Coach will leave Stafford Showground at 8am prompt 

Only 42 people can be accommodated on this visit. 

No acknowledgement will be sent – clearance of your cheque is 

confirmation of booking. There will be no refunds on cancellations 

unless there is a waiting list. 

Please return the slip below by April 24th 2017 to: 

Jenny and Mike Johnson, 4 Cooper Close, Stone, Staffs, ST15 8XW      

Tel: 01785 816134 / Mobile 07532 231352 

Email: mgj2.johnson@btinternet.com 


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I/We wish to attend the visit to Welbeck Abbey on Tuesday 8th 
August 2017.  
 

I/We enclose a cheque for £ ______ made payable to Stafford 
DFAS. 
 

Name(s):  __________________________________________ 
Address:          __________________________________________ 
            __________________________________________ 
 Email:  __________________________________________ 
 
 Telephone: ............................    Mobile: .................................      
  
  Third party emergency contact telephone number:  
 
                    ………………………………………………….. 

Stafford DFAS acknowledge car parking is provided by kind 
permission of Staffordshire County Showground. 
 
The “Executive” standard coaches are supplied by Leons Coach 
Travel, Stafford. 

Tuesday August 8th 2017 

 
STAFFORD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 

 

Welbeck Abbey State Rooms 
& 

The Harley Gallery for 
The Portland Collection 



Welbeck Abbey and The Harley Gallery 
 
Welbeck Abbey is one of the great traditional landed estates, 
much of which sits within Sherwood Forest. The Abbey was 
founded as a monastery in 1153. Bess of Hardwick’s youngest 
son, Sir Charles Cavendish, acquired Welbeck in 1607, and since 
then the estate has continued to be handed down through the 
family. 
 
The Harley Gallery, part of The Harley Foundation, was set up by 
Ivy, Duchess of Portland in 1977. The Harley Gallery and 
Foundation are named after Edward Harley, who married Lady 
Henrietta Cavendish Holles, heiress to Welbeck, in 1713. 
 
The latest addition at The Harley Gallery is a purpose-built space 
for The Portland Collection, an internationally significant collection 
containing outstanding examples of British portraits and other 
artworks. Changing displays are on show in the new gallery. 
Highlights may include Michelangelo’s Madonna del Silenzio, a 
rarely seen Van Dyck painting of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of 
Strafford, the pearl earring worn by Charles I at his execution in 
1649, The Portland Tiara by Cartier and George Stubbs’s painting 
of the 3rd Duke of Portland on horseback outside the stables at 
Welbeck. 
 
Further objects from The Portland Collection can be seen in their 
historic setting at Welbeck Abbey on the State Room tours, which 
are organised by The Harley Gallery. Works on show include 
pieces by Sir Peter Lely, John Wootton and Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
Visitors can also enjoy Welbeck Abbey’s architecture. The tour 
includes the Countess of Oxford’s soaring plasterwork ceiling in 
the Gothic Hall, and the Duchess of Portland’s State Rooms 
remodelled by Sir Ernest George, c. 1905. 
 
Web sites: www.welbeck.co.uk and www.harleygallery.co.uk 

Note: We have been advised that the Welbeck Abbey State Room 
tour lasts approximately 90 minutes. The tour route contains a 
number of steps and staircases, and there is no seating on the 
tour. There are no toilet facilities at the Abbey. Stiletto shoes are 
not allowed in the Abbey. Only small bags are permitted in the 
Abbey, although lockers are available for larger bags. 
 
Our day includes the Welbeck Abbey State Room tour and free 
time to enjoy the galleries. The tours will be organized as follows: 
 

 Three State Room tours on the day 
 Tour times 10am, 12noon and 3pm 
 14 people maximum per tour 
 42 people maximum on our visit 
 Tour times allocated in the order of booking 

 
Although refreshments are not included in the cost of the visit, 
there will be time for coffees and lunch during the day.  
 
We hope to arrive back at Staffordshire County Showground at 
approximately 6.30pm. 
 
Please note, although the visit is scheduled for August 2017, final 
numbers and payments are required by 24th April 2017. 
 


